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6. Once hired as a physician, SWANGO also made false 

statements to supervisors and hospital administrators concerning 

his background in order to maintain his position and continue to 

murder, attempt to murder, and assault various patients entrusted 

to his care. 

B. SWANGO'S 1980s EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

7. Following his graduation from medical school, 

SWANGO obtained a position in or about July 1983, as a medical 

resident in the internship program of Ohio State University 

Hospital ("OSUH") . 
8. While working as an intern at OSUH, SWANGO 

murdered, attempted to murder, and assaulted patients by 

intentionally injecting them with poisonous substances. For 

example, on or about January 14, 1984, SWANGO murdered Cynthia 

McGee, a patient at OSUH, by administering an injection of 

potassium that caused cardiac arrest. Similarly, on or about 

February 7, 1984, SWANGO assaulted Rena Cooper, a patient at 

OSUH, by administering an intravenous injection of a toxic 

substance that caused respiratory and neurological paralysis. 

9. In or about February 1984, the residency review 

committee of OSUH voted not to continue SWANGO in the residency 

program. SWANGO left OSUH on or about June 30, 1984. In 

addition, in 1985, Ohio authorities launched a murder 

investigation of SWANGO and SWANGO became aware that he was the 
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subject of the murder investigation. The investigation did not 

result in the prosecution of murder charges against SWANGO. 

10. In or about July 1984, SWANGO procured a position 

as a paramedic 'with the Adams County Ambulance Service ("ACASN ) 

in Quincy, Illinois. However, on or about May 3, 1985, SWANGO 

was convicted of aggravated battery after having poisoned co- 

workers with arsenic at ACAS. On or about August 23, 1985, 

SWANGO was sentenced to five years in prison. 

C . SWANGO' S OPERATION OF THE SCHEME 
11. After his release from prison in August 1987, 

SWANGO worked at several non-medical positions. Then, between 

1990 and 1997, SWANGO applied for positions as a physician at 

Ohio Valley Medical Center, the Veterans Affairs Medical Center 

in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, the Veterans Affairs Medical Center 

in Northport, New York, the Zimbabwe Association of Church 

Hospitals, and the Royal Hospital in Dharan, Saudi Arabia 

(collectively "the Hospitals" ) . 

I. OHIO VALLEY MEDICAL CENTER 

12. In or about November 1990, SWANGO, using the name 

"David Adams," applied to the residency program of the Ohio 

Valley Medical Center ("OVMC" ) . 

13. In connection with his application to OVMC, on or 

about May 20, 1991, SWANGO submitted altered court documents 

purporting to demonstrate that his criminal conviction in Quincy, 

Illinois, was a result of a barroom brawl, when in fact, as he 
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then and there well knew and believed, his criminal conviction 

resulted from his poisoning of co-workers at ACAS. 

14. On or about June 3, 1991, having learned the true 

facts about his conviction, a representative of OVMC rejected 

SWANGOfs application. 

11. VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL CENTER IN SIOUX FALLS 

15. In or about September 1991, SWANGO applied to a 

medical residency program operated by the University of South 

Dakota ("USD") in conjunction with the Veterans.Affairs Medical 

Center in Sioux Falls, South Dakota ("VAMC-SF") . 

16. In connection with that application, SWANGO 

falsely claimed that his criminal conviction for aggravated 

battery in Quincy, Illinois, arose out of an incident in which he 

and his co-workers became ill, when in fact, as he then and there 

well knew and believed, his criminal conviction resulted from his 

poisoning of co-workers at ACAS. 

17. On or about July 1, 1992, SWANGO began working as 

a resident physician at VAMC-SF. However, in or about December 

1992, having learned the true facts about SWANGOfs conviction and 

his activities at OSUH, officials at VAMC-SF discharged SWANGO 

from the medical residency program. 

111. VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL CENTER IN NORTHPORT 

18. After his discharge from VAMC-SF, SWANGO applied, 

in or about April 1993, to the medical residency program operated 

by the Stony Brook Health Sciences Center ("SBHSC" ) in 



conjunction with the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in 

Northport, New York ("VAMC-Northport" ) . On or about July 1, 

1993, SWANGO began working as a resident physician at VAMC- 

Northport. 

19. On or about July 26, 1993, SWANGO falsely advised 

physicians and staff at VAMC-Northport that the family and 

attending physician of George Siano, a patient at VAMC-Northport, 

had agreed to a DNR order. SWANGO subsequently recorded the DNR 

order in Siano's official medical chart, when in fact, as he then 

and there well knew and believed, Siano's family and attending 

physician had not agreed to a DNR order. 

20. On or about July 26, 1993, SWANGO murdered George 

Siano by administering an intravenous injection of epinephrine 

that caused cardiac arrest. 

21. In or about August 1993, SWANGO told the Director 

of Residency Training at SBHSC, who inquired about a prior 

investigation of SWANGO, that he had not been investigated for 

murder, when in fact, as he then and there well knew and 

believed, he had been the target of a murder investigation 

arising from his activities at OSUH. 

22. In or about August 1993, SWANGO told the Director 

of Residency Training at SBHSC that the only criminal charges he 

ever faced were those arising from a barroom brawl in Quincy, 

Illinois, when in fact, as he then and there well knew and 



believed, he was convicted of aggravated battery in Quincy, 

Illinois, arising out his poisoning co-workers at ACAS. 

23. On or about September 23, 1993, SWANGO murdered 

Aldo Serini, a patient at VAMC-Northport, by administering 

intramuscular and intravenous injections of one or more toxic 

substances that caused respiratory failure. 

24. On or about October 2, 1993, SWANGO assaulted 

Barron Harris, a patient at VAMC-Northport, by administering an 

intravenous injection of succinylcholine. 

25. On or about October 2, 1993, SWANGO fraudulently 

obtained a DNR order from family members of Thomas Sammarco, a 

patient at VAMC-Northport, by falsely telling the family that 

they were agreeing to a "do not intubate" order. SWANGO recorded 

in Sarnmarcofs official medical chart that the DNR order was 

approved by Sammarco's family, when in fact, as SWANGO then and 

there well knew and believed, Sammarco's family had not consented 

to a DNR order. 

26. On or about October 4, 1993, SWANGO murdered 

Thomas Sammarco by administering an intravenous injection of 

succinylcholine that caused respiratory and neurological 

paralysis. 

27. On or about October 13, 1993, after having learned 

the true nature of SWANGO's conviction, the Director of Residency 

Training at SBHSC suspended SWANGO from patient care at VAMC- 






















