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INTRODUCTION TO COUNTS ONE AND TWOQ

1. In or about April 1983, the defendant MICHAEL J.
SWANGO, also known as "Jackson Kirk" and "David Jackson Adams,"
graduated from the medical school of Southern Illinois
University.

A. OVERVIEW OF SWANGOQO’'S SCHEME

2. From 1990 through June 1997, SWANGO engaged in a
scheme to obtain and maintain employment as a physician at
hospitals in the United States and abroad under fraudulent
pretenses. Once hired as a physician at these hospitals, rather
than care for his patients pursuant to his responsibilities under
the Hippocratic ocath and his duty of honest services to the
hospitals, SWANGO murdered, attempted to murder, and assaulted

various patients entrusted to his care.
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6. Once hired as a physician, SWANGO al so nade fal se
statenents to supervisors and hospital adm ni strators concerning
hi s background in order to nmaintain his position and continue to
nurder, attenpt to nurder, and assault various patients entrusted
to his care.

B. swaNGo’s 1980s EMPLOYMENT H STORY

7. Fol I owi ng his graduati on from medi cal school,
SWANGO obtained a position in or about July 1983, as a nedi cal
resident in the internship programof Chio State University
Hospital ("OSUH').

8. Wiil e working as an intern at OSUH, SWANGO
nmurdered, attenpted to nurder, and assaulted patients by
intentional ly injecting themw th poi sonous substances. For
exanpl e, on or about January 14, 1984, sSwaNGO nurdered Cynthia
McGee, a patient at OSUH by admi nistering an injection of
pot assi umthat caused cardiac arrest. Simlarly, on or about
February 7, 1984, SWANGO assaul ted Rena Cooper, a patient at
OSUH, by admi nistering an intravenous injection of a toxic
subst ance that caused respiratory and neurol ogi cal paralysis.

9. I n or about February 1984, the residency review
conm ttee of OSUH voted not to continue SWANGO in the residency
program SWANGO | eft OSUH on or about June 30, 1984. In
addi tion, in 1985, Chio authorities |aunched a mnurder

i nvestigation of SWANGO and SWANGO becane aware that he was the




subj ect of the nurder investigation. The investigation did not
result in the prosecution of nurder charges agai nst SWANGO.

10. In or about July 1984, SWANGO procured a position
as a paranedic'w ththe Adans County Ambulance Service (“ACAS”)
in Quincy, Illinois. However, on or about May 3, 1985, SWANGO
was convi cted of aggravated battery after having poi soned co-
workers with arsenic at ACAS. (On or about August 23, 1985,
SWANGO was sentenced to five years in prison.

C. SWANGO’S COPERATI ON OF THE SCHEMVE

11. After his release fromprison in August 1987,
SWANGO wor ked at several non-nedical positions. Then, between
1990 and 1997, swaANGO applied for positions as a physician at
Chio Valley Medical Center, the Veterans Affairs Medical Center
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, the Veterans Affairs Medical Center
in Northport, New York, the Z nbabwe Associ ati on of Church
Hospitals, and the Royal Hospital in Dharan, Saudi Arabia
(collectively "the Hospital s").

. OH O VALLEY MEDI CAL CENTER

12. In or about Novenber 1990, SWANGO, using the nane
"David Adans,"” applied to the residency programof the Chio
Val | ey Medical Center ("O/MC').

13. In connection with his applicationto O/MC, on or
about May 20, 1991, SWANGO submtted altered court docunents
purporting to denonstrate that his crimnal conviction in Quincy,

I[1linois, was a result of a barroombrawl, when in fact, as he




then and there well knew and believed, his crimnal conviction
resulted fromhis poisoning of co-workers at ACAS.

14. On or about June 3, 1991, having | earned the true
facts about his conviction, a representative of O/MC rej ected
SWANGO’s appl i cati on.

11. VETERANS AFFAI RS MEDI CAL CENTER I N SI QUX FALLS

15. In or about Septenber 1991, SWANGO applied to a
nmedi cal residency programoperated by the University of South
Dakota ("USD') in conjunction with the Veterans Affairs Medi cal
Center in Sioux Falls, South Dakota (®VAMC-SF”).

16. In connection with that application, SWANGO
falsely clained that his crimnal conviction for aggravated
battery in Quincy, Illinois, arose out of an incident in which he
and his co-workers becane ill, when in fact, as he then and there
wel | knew and believed, his crimnal conviction resulted fromhis
poi soni ng of co-workers at ACAS.

17. On or about July 1, 1992, SWANGO began working as
a resident physician at VAMC-SF. However, in or about Decenber
1992, having learned the true facts about SWANGO’s conviction and
his activities at 0suH, officials at VAMC- SF di scharged SWANGO
fromthe medi cal residency program

I111. VETERANS AFFAI RS MEDI CAL CENTER | N NORTHPORT

18. After his discharge fromVAMC SF, swanco appli ed,
in or about April 1993, to the nedical residency program operated

by the Stony Brook Heal th Sciences Center ("SBHSC') in




conjunction with the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in

Nort hport, New York (“VAMC-Northport”). On or about July 1,
1993, sSwWANGO began working as a resident physician at vaMc-
Nort hport .

19. On or about July 26, 1993, swaNGO fal sely advi sed
physi ci ans and staff at VAMC-Northport that the famly and
attendi ng physician of George Siano, a patient at VAMC Northport,
had agreed to a DNR order. SWANGO subsequently recorded the DNR
order in Sano's official nedical chart, when in fact, as he then
and there well knew and believed, Siano’s famly and attending
physi ci an had not agreed to a DNR order.

20. On or about July 26, 1993, sSwaNGO murdered George
Si ano by admi nistering an intravenous injection of epinephrine
t hat caused cardiac arrest.

21. In or about August 1993, SWANGO told the Director
of Residency Training at SBHSC, who inquired about a prior
i nvestigation of SwaNGO, that he had not been investigated for
nurder, when in fact, as he then and there well knew and
bel i eved, he had been the target of a nurder investigation
arising fromhis activities at OSUH

22. In or about August 1993, swANGO told the Director
of Residency Training at SBHSC that the only crimnal charges he
ever faced were those arising froma barroombrawl in Quincy,

[1linois, when in fact, as he then and there well knew and




bel i eved, he was convicted of aggravated battery in Quincy,
Illinois, arising out his poisoning co-workers at ACAS.

23. On or about Septenber 23, 1993, SWANGO mnurdered
Aldo Serini, a patient at VAMC Northport, by adm nistering
i ntramuscul ar and intravenous injections of one or nore toxic
subst ances that caused respiratory failure.

24. On or about Cctober 2, 1993, sSwANGO assaulted
Barron Harris, a patient at VAMC-Northport, by adm nistering an
i nt ravenous injection of succinyl choline.

25. On or about Cctober 2, 1993, swWaANGO fraudul ently
obtained a DNR order fromfam |y nenbers of Thonmas Sammarco, a
patient at VAMC-Northport, by falsely telling the famly that
they were agreeing to a "do not intubate” order. SWANGO recorded
i n sammarco’s official medical chart that the DNR order was
approved by Sammarco's famly, when in fact, as SWANGO then and
there well knew and bel i eved, Sammarco’s fam |y had not consented
to a DNR order.

26. On or about Cctober 4, 1993, SWANGO nurdered
Thomas Sanmar co by adm ni stering an intravenous injection of
succi nyl chol i ne that caused respiratory and neurol ogi cal
par al ysi s.

27. On or about Cctober 13, 1993, after having | earned
the true nature of SWANGO’s conviction, the Director of Residency

Trai ning at SBHSC suspended SWANGO from patient care at VAMC-


































